
Adjustmentsfor Competition 133

TuningTips
AnoptionalPGM-FIsettingtoolcanchangethe
ignitiontimingandamountofthefuelinjection
(page157).
BesuretoobservethePGM-FIsettingby
checkingthesparkplug.

SparkPlugReading

RefertoSparkPlugon page67.

Thefollowingprocedureisrecommended.You
maynotgetanaccuratereadingifyousimply
turnofftheengineandpulltheplugfor
inspection.

Useanewsparkplug.Inspecttheplugbefore
installingit.

Usingsparkplugswithanimproperheatrange
orincorrectreachcancauseenginedamage.

Ridefor10–15minutesbeforetakingaplug
reading.A newplugwillnotcolorimmediately.

Beforeremovingthesparkplug,cleanthespark
plugareathoroughlytopreventdirtfrom
enteringthecylinder.

Toobtainanaccuratereadingofanewspark
plug:
1. Accelerateatfullthrottleonastraight.
2. Depressandholdtheenginestopbuttonand

pulltheclutchleverin.
3. Coasttoastop.
4. Removethesparkplug.
5. Useamagnifyingglasstoinspectthespark

plug.Theporcelaininsulator(1)aroundthe
centerelectrode(2)shouldappearcleanand
colorlesswithagrayringaroundthecenter
electrodewhereitexitstheporcelain.
Lightgrayorwhitecolorstreakstheporcelain
insulatorandcenterelectrodeindicatelean
air-fuelmixture.Wetorblacksootystreaks
ontheporcelainindicaterichair-fuelmixture.

NOTICE

Condition

Normal

Overheating
(Lean)

Wet
(Rich)

SparkPlugAppearance

Darkbrowntolighttan
colorwithdryelectrode

Lightgrayorwhitecolor

Wetorsooty

Mixture

correct

lean

rich

Animproperlytightenedsparkplugcandamage
theengine.Ifaplugistooloose,apistonmay
bedamaged.Ifaplugistootight,thethr eads
maybedamaged.

NOTICE

(1)porcelaininsulator (3)sideelectrode
(2)centerelectrode

SparkPlugColoringGuidelines

Rememberthatinadditiontoimproperair -fuel
mixture:

• A leanconditioncanbecausedbyairleaksin
theinlettractorexhaustsystem,thepassage
oftoomuchairbecauseoftheuseofthe
wrongaircleaner,useofaless-restrictive
aftermarketexhaustsystem.

• A richconditioncanbecausedbyaplugged
ordirtyaircleaner,useofamore-restrictive
aftermarketexhaustsystem,orexcessiveoil
ontheaircleaner.
Excessivesmokingwilloccur.
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