
136 Adjustmentsfor Competition

ChassisAdjustments

Wheelbase

AdjustingyourCRF’swheelbasecanoffersubtle
changesinoverallhandling.Youmayadjust
wheelbasebyaddingorremovinglinksonthe
drivechain.Ifyouchangethewheelbase,be
suretore-checkracesagandadjust,ifnecessary .

Inthepast,ageneralrulewaslengthenthe
wheelbasetoaddstraightlinestability,shorten
thewheelbasetoimproveturning.However,we
suggestyoudonotlengthenthewheelbaseof
yourCRFunlessyouareracingonatrackwith
morefastsectionsthannormal.

Asageneralrecommendation,keepthe
wheelbaseasshortaspossible.Thispositions
thewheelsclosertogether,improvesturning
response,increasesweighting(traction)onthe
rearwheel,andlightensweightingonthefront
wheel.

WithyourCRF,youwillprobablyfindthatthe
standardsettingorashorterwheelbasewillof fer
moreoverallbenefits.
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(1)standardposition
0in(0mm)

(2)topofoutertube
(3)upperforkbridge

ForkHeight/Angle

Thepositionoftheforktubesintheclampsis
notadjustable.Alignthegrooveintheoutertube
withthetopsurfaceoftheupperforkbridge.

StandardPosition

Thestandardposition(1)alignthetopofthe
outertube(2)(notthetopoftheforkcap)with
thetopsurfaceoftheupperforkbridge(3).

Thefollowingsuggestionsmayimprovea
specificconcern.Subtlechangesinoverall
handlingmayalsobenoted.

Rear End

Ifyouhaveaproblemwithrearwheeltraction,
raisetherearendofyourCRFbyincreasingthe
rearsuspensionspringpre-load.Insteadof
running4.1in(105mm)ofsag,youcanrun3.7in
(95mm) sotherearofthemotorcyclewillsita
littlehigher.Thisshouldproducemoretraction
becauseofthechangetotheswingarmand
locationofyourCRF’scenterofgravity.

Ifyouhaveaproblemwiththesteeringhead
shakingwhenyouusethefrontbrakehardorif
yourCRFwantstoturntooquickly,lowerthe
rearofthemotorcyclebyreducingtherear
suspensionspringpre-load.Thiswillincrease
forkrakeandtrailandshouldimprovestabilityin
astraightline.Theeffectivesuspensiontravel
willbetransferredtowardthefirmerendof
wheeltravel.

Keeptheracesagadjustment(page127)inthe
3.7–4.5in(95–115mm)range.


