
Troubleshooting

Tips 145

TheitemsthatareserviceableusingthisManual
arefollowedbythepagenumberreferencein
parenthesis.Theitemsthatrequireuseofan
officialHondaServiceManualarefollowedby
anasterisk(*).

ENGINEDOESNOTSTARTORISHARDTOSTART

CHECK POSSIBLECAUSES

6.Startbyfollowing
normalstarting
procedure

ENGINESTARTS
BUTSOON
STOPS

2.Trysparktest*

GOODSPARK

WEAKORNO
SPARK

INCORRECT

5.Testcylinder
compression*

CORRECT

LOW

1.Checkthesparkplug
condition(P.67)

CORRECT

•Incorrectsparkplug
heatrange

•Incorrectsparkpluggap
•Dirtyaircleanerelement

•Faultysparkplug(P.67)
•Fouledsparkplug(P.67)
•FaultyECM*

•Brokenorshortedspark
plugwire

•Faultyalternator*

•Faultyignitioncoil*
•Faultyenginestop

button*

•Looseordisconnected
ignitionsystemwires

•FaultyCKPsensor*

•Faultyregulator/rectifier*

•Faultycondenser*

•Valveclearancetoo
small

•Valvestuckopen
•Worncylinderandpiston

ring*

•Damagedcylinderhead
gasket

•Impropervalvetiming*

•Seizedvalve

•Insulatorleaking
•Improperignitiontiming

(FaultyECMorCKP
sensor)*

•Fastidleknobstuck
openordamaged

•Fuelcontaminated

INCORRECT3.CheckthePGM-FI
system(P.7)

CORRECT

•FaultyPGM-FIsystem
(P.9)

INCORRECT4.Checkthefuel
pumpoperation
andinspectthefuel
flow*

CORRECT

•Faultyfuelpump*

•Cloggedfuelpumpfilter
(P.44)

ENGINELACKSPOWER

CHECK POSSIBLECAUSES
1.Checkthewheel
spinsmoothly

CORRECT

INCORRECT •Brakedragging
•Wornordamaged

wheelbearings
•Bentaxleshaft
•Drivechaintootight

•Faultyvalvecore
•Puncturedtire

•Clutchslipping
•Improperlyadjusted

clutchleverfreeplay
(P.62)

•Wornclutchdiscs/plates
(P.65)

•Warpedclutch
discs/plates(P.65)

•Weakclutchsprings
(P.66)

•Stickingclutchlifter
•Additiveinengineoil

•Dirtyaircleanerelement
•Cloggedmuffler
•Fastidleknobstuck

openordamaged
•Restrictedfuelfillcap

breathertube
•Restrictedfuelflow

•Wornpistonand
cylinder*

•Useofpoorqualityfuel
•Excessivecarbonbuild-

upincombustion
chamber

•Ignitiontimingtoo
advance(FaultyECM)*

•Leanfuelmixture

•FaultyECM*

•FaultyCKPsensor*

2.Checkthetire
pressure(P.95)

CORRECT

INCORRECT

NO

3.Checktheengine
speedchange
accordinglywhen
clutchisengaged*

GOOD

NOGOOD

4.Checktheengine
speedincrease

GOOD

NOGOOD

6.Checkthe
ignitiontiming*

CORRECT

INCORRECT

5.Checktheengine
knockingwhen
accelerateorrun
theengineathigh
speed

YES

7.Testcylinder
compression*

CORRECT

LOW •Valveclearancetoo
small

•Valvestuckopen
•Worncylinderand

pistonring*

•Damagedcylinderhead
gasket

•Impropervalvetiming*

•Faultydecompressor
system*

INCORRECT9.Checkthefuel
pumpoperation
andinspectthe
fuelflow*

CORRECT

•Faultyfuelpumpunit*
•Cloggedfuelpumpfilter

(P.44)

8.CheckthePGM-FI
system(P.7)

•FaultyPGM-FIsystem
(P.9)

INCORRECT

CORRECT

•Incorrectsparkplug
•Incorrectsparkpluggap
•Dirtyaircleaner

element

10.Checkthespark
plugcondition
(P.67)

INCORRECT

CORRECT

•Engineoilleveltoohigh
•Engineoilleveltoolow
•Contaminatedengine

oil

11.Checktheengine
oilleveland
condition(P.50)

INCORRECT

CORRECT

•Faultyoilpump*

•Faultypressurerelief
valve*

•Cloggedoilpassage*

•Cloggedoilstrainer
screen*

12.Removethe
cylinderhead
coverandinspect
lubrication

INCORRECT


